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May Global Temperature and 

Precipitation: 

• 1.19°F above the 20th century average 

• Ties 1998,2005 as 3rd warmest on record 

• Land: 3rd warmest  

• Oceans: 5th warmest 

• Much of Central, Northern, Western Europe 

very wet 

March-May Temperature: 

• 1.06°F above the 20th century average 

• Ties 2004 as 8th warmest on record 

Year to Date (Jan-May) Temperature: 

• 1.06°F above the 20th century average 

• 8th warmest on record 
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Tied for 3rd warmest May on record 

*Data from Rutgers Global Snow Lab 
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Temperature: 0.9°F above average – 40th warmest  

•Cool: Southeast US.  

•Warm: Most of West . Great Lakes and New 

England, and most of the West. 

Precipitation: 0.47”  above average – 17th  wettest  

•Dry: Southwest, plus TX, ID and OH 

•Wet: Midwest, Northern Plains, New England. Iowa 

wettest on record for 2nd consecutive month.    
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Warmer and wetter than average nationally 
Drought migrates westward; 2nd smallest snow cover extent* 

*Data from Rutgers Global Snow Lab 
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Temperature: 0.5°F below average – 38th coolest 

•Cool: Large swath of Central, Southeast US. 14 

states had one of their ten coolest springs 

•Warm: Much of the West.  

Precipitation: 0.21”  above average 

•Dry: Southwest, west, mid-Atlantic and inland 

•Wet: Upper Midwest, Northern Plains. Six states top 

ten wet (IA: wettest). NM and CA top ten dry 
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Nationally: cooler than average, near-normal precipitation 
First season not warmer than normal since Spring 2011 

*Data from Rutgers Global Snow Lab 
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• Despite more Spring snow 
cover than average, much 
fell as transient snow on the 
plains and Northeast 
– Spring average snow cover 

extent 8th largest on record, 
but May was 3rd smallest 

– Much of the West is still quite 
short on snowpack  

• Despite two notable EF-5 
tornado events, May tornado 
activity as a whole was 
average to below average 
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• The number of cattle in the U.S. fell to 89.3 million as of Jan. 1, 
2013, a drop of 2 percent over the last year, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, as drought and limited feed and water 
supplies forced ranchers to cull cattle. 

• Hay stocks nationwide on May 1 were 14.2 million tons, the 
smallest amount since 2007 and the least amount on hand on 
May 1 in data going back to 1973. May 1 hay stocks were 36 
percent below the 10-year average.  

• Pasture and range conditions are worse this year than last in 
many areas. 

• Crop insurance payouts for 2012 have reached $17. 36 billion 
according to Federal Crop Insurance Corporation, Crop Year 
Statistics for 2012, as of: June 17, 2013. 
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• Beef prices are at record highs as drought keeps feed prices high 
and contributes to the shrinking of the cattle herd to the lowest 
level since 1952. The average price of steak is $4.81 per pound, 
while ground beef sells for $3.51 per pound. Prices peaked just 
before Memorial Day weekend with the average wholesale price 
of beef at $2.06 on May 23, compared with $1.94 the previous 
year, according to a market analyst with Urner Barry, a publisher 
of market news on agricultural commodities, based in Bayville, 
N.J.  

• Second consecutive winter of low snow pack across most of the 
Rockies. 

• Worries about the winter wheat crop. 

• Wildfires in California, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona. High risk 
for many in the West as monsoon season approaches. 
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Average SST Anomalies 

9 Jun 2013 – 15 Jun 2013 

Early-May CPC/IRI Consensus Probabilistic ENSO Forecast 
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• Departures from normal 
remain small across the 
western and central Pacific 

• Cooler than normal water is 
evident in the eastern Pacific 

• ENSO neutral conditions 
continue 

• ENSO neutral is favored 
through at least summer 2013 
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Today’s Presentation: 
• http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/briefings  

NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

•  Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global): www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

National Drought Mitigation Center: http://drought.unl.edu/ 

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://drought.gov  

Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

Media Contacts: 

• Brady.Phillips@noaa.gov, 202-407-1298 (NOAA/Comms) 

• Katy.Vincent@noaa.gov, 828-257-3136 (NOAA/NCDC) 
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